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One of the popular catch phrases of the last few years has been “do you know where your children are?”  
Well let’s look at a different spin on that phrase.  “Do you know where your pesticides are?”  As you start 
thinking about that question, keep in mind that it is your responsibility to keep them away from children.  
Many times we take pesticides and their safe use for granted, but pesticides are a serious business. 
 
The next question I would like for you to consider is “what is a pesticide?”  The basic definition is a 
product that will kill a pest.  These products include herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, rodenticides, 
miticides, and others.  At one time the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) considered anti-bacterial 
soap as a pesticide because it killed bacteria.  As you can see, there are a lot of pesticides in the world 
today.  So often the biggest misuse of pesticides is with the homeowner.  Doubling the rate of the mix is 
not good and it is illegal.  Always read and follow the label directions. 
 
Proper storage is important too. Young children are at risk from pesticides as they are often stored 
improperly.  The danger is closer than you think and now that the weather has cooled, children are 
spending more time inside the home.  According to an EPA survey, 50% of all households with children 
under the age of five have pesticides in unlocked cabinets within the reach of children.  Approximately 
75% of households without children had unsecured pesticides. 
 
Many children are poisoned inside their own homes.  Proper protection from pesticides is everyone’s 
business.  Pesticides should be kept in their original containers to prevent accidental poisonings.  Our 
children are many times more curious than us older folks.  If you know that there are chemicals easily 
reached by children, you should take care and remove those items from the reach of the little ones. 
 
If you need to discard some pesticides, you should be aware of a few facts. Try to use up or give away 
leftover products rather than discard them in the trash.  Mix only as much as you need and follow the 
manufacturer’s directions on the label for safely disposing of any pesticide or household chemical. 
 
Never pour chemicals together before disposing of them.  Dangerous chemical reactions may occur and 
do not put leftover supplies down the drain unless it’s recommended on the label as a safe means of 
disposal.  Do not pour concentrated chemicals or pesticides on the ground either because groundwater and 
wells may become contaminated.  You should also never attempt to burn hazardous chemicals as a means 
of disposal. 
 
Instead, dispose of unwanted pesticides by wrapping the container in newspaper, placing the wrapped 
container in a bag and disposing with the family garbage.  It is illegal to dispose of more than one gallon 
of liquid at a time.  Cat litter can be used to soak up liquids before disposal.  Some products can and 
should be recycled rather than discarded.  Preventing environmental contamination is always better and 
more cost effective than clean-up efforts. 
 
For more information on properly using and handling pesticides, contact me at the Gilmer County 
Extension office. 
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