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Have you pulled up your summer annuals yet?  Mid October is the traditional time to do such a task, the 
reason being that we want to make room for those fall and winter pansies. 
 
If you’ve recently moved here from other parts of the country, pansies are the most popular hardy annuals 
grown in Georgia.  Generally winter hardy, severe winters may cause leaf burn on pansies, but rarely is 
the plant killed.  I’ve seen pansies with nearly a foot of snow on them in January and still able to show 
their color in spring. 
 
October plantings generally allow sufficient time for plants to become established before the severe cold 
sets in.  It does take time for the plants to grow roots, so late plantings are more subject to winter injury.  
And don’t expect those “bargain” plants set out in late November to do much good.  Pansies can also be 
planted in early spring, but should be planted well before hot weather.  Fall plantings are generally 
preferred since pansies bloom intermittently throughout the fall and winter months before reaching peak 
bloom in mid-spring.  Pansies are not very heat tolerant, and begin to decline with the onset of hot 
weather.  Most pansies are definitely past their peak by June. 
 
If you’re interested in a little history about pansies, the name pansy stems from the French word pensee, 
meaning thought or remembrance. The modern pansy is thought to have been derived from a viola native 
to central Europe, but Greeks in the 4th century B.C. used pansies for medicinal herbs. 
 
Pansies are excellent choices for beds, borders, planters and window boxes.  Many outstanding varieties 
are available, some having petals with crinkled or ruffled edges.  Two that come to mind are Crystal Bowl 
and Roc Series but there’s a lot to choose. There’s everything from solid colors to blotches (having a 
darker center), two-tones and all sorts of color blends as well as pastel shades.  They’re available in cell 
packs or small individual pots and most nurseries have a wide selection for your choosing. 
 
Pansies also combine nicely when inter planted among spring bulbs.  They should be planted in full sun 
or light shade, about 6-10 inches apart depending on variety and desired landscape effect.  A 10” space 
will require 144 plants per 100 square feet of bed area.  Good soil preparation is essential to successful 
pansy culture.  They grow best in well-prepared, well-drained soils.  Add lime and fertilizer according to 
what a soil test indicates. 
 
If you haven’t already done so or you haven’t done it this season, you might want to take a soil sample 
then follow the recommendations.  Soil testing can be done through any UGA Extension office for $9 a 
bag.  Come by the Gilmer County office for a soil sample bag or bring your sample in a pint zip lock 
storage bag.  About 2 cups is needed, but I recommend you call or come by the office first to understand 
what’s involved in this testing procedure. We collect soil samples all week and send them to Athens on 
Friday mornings to be tested at the University of Georgia Soil, Plant and Water lab. 
 
When you are ready to plant the pansies, a single application of complete fertilizer, such as 10-10-10, at 
planting is needed.  Use one pound per 100 square feet.  Right after planting, water the bed with a liquid 
fertilizer, such as 20-20-20 soluble fertilizer.  When nights begin to cool down into the 40’s, begin 
watering once a week with a liquid fertilizer.  You can keep your pansies blooming well by removing the 
old blossoms as they fade.  This “deadheading” keeps seedpods from forming that would rob the plant of 
its energy.  Deadheading the bed may be a once-a-week chore throughout the winter, but it leads to much 
better flowering. For more information, contact me at the Gilmer County Extension office. 
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