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In today’s time, we are more aware of what we are putting into our bodies than possibly ever before.  
Many people are especially concerned with the quality of their household water supply especially after 
the heavy rains and flooding we have experienced, so I thought I’d talk about that this week. 
 
Not everyone needs to have their water tested.  If you get your water from a municipal water source, then 
you do not need to have your water tested because they treat the water for you and they routinely test the 
water to ensure that it is treated to meet the standards established by the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division.  The only time you might need to test municipal water is if you suspect in-house 
contamination. 
 
However water testing should be carried out if you or your family regularly complain of gastrointestinal 
problems, are concerned about the presence of lead pipes or lead soldering, think your pipes show signs 
of deterioration, buy a new home with a well, find stains from the plumbing fixtures and/or laundry or 
periodically if your water supply is from a well, spring or cistern. 
 
If you are on a private well, you are responsible for the maintenance and quality of your water coming 
from your well.  Even if you buy a piece of property with an abandoned well, it is your responsibly to 
insure no contamination to the aquifer is happening from that well, and that it is properly sealed if not 
already. 
 
There is no silver bullet test that you can perform on your water and it tells you everything you need to 
know, but there are a couple of tests that should be done routinely.  The first test that should be done on a 
regular basis is a bacteria test which is testing for total coliform and E. coli.  A positive test for total 
coliform indicates that there is some kind of contamination of your wellhead. This contamination could 
come from leaves and dirt falling in your well as well as flood water entering the well. Steps to properly 
seal your wellhead should be performed.  A positive test for E. coli indicates the presence of fecal 
contamination from humans or animals. 
 
The second test is for minerals which will tell you the level of minerals like iron and manganese in your 
water.  Generally high minerals in water causes staining or odors, but at high enough levels your health 
could be affected.  High levels of nitrates in your water can be a serious health problem especially for 
babies, older people or pregnant women.  The actual condition caused by high nitrates in water is called 
methemoglobinemia, or blue baby syndrome.  Symptoms of blue baby syndrome include a bluish tint to 
the skin, headaches, dizziness, weakness and difficulty breathing. 
 
All of these tests can be done through the UGA Extension office in Gilmer County.  Come by the office at 
1123 Progress Road in Ellijay during normal business hours to pick up the water sample kits (minerals 
and/or bacteria), then you draw the water sample and mail it yourself directly to the lab at the University 
of Georgia in Athens.  It usually takes a week to 10 days to receive your results, which are emailed or 
snail mailed to you.  The basic minerals test is $20 and the bacteria test is $36 plus $10 for overnight 
shipping, but you only pay when you’ve drawn the water sample and are ready to send it to Athens.  Your 
payment would be included in your package going to the lab in Athens, but the kits you pick up in the 
office are free of charge.  We are open Monday through Friday from 8 am to 5 pm, except closed for 
lunch from 12 noon to 1 pm.  If a test reveals an issue with your water, usually the lab will give you 
guidelines and suggestions on how to solve the problem, but you can also contact me and I’ll go over the 
results of your report with you.  For more information, contact me at the Gilmer County Extension office 
or send me an email at eayers@uga.edu any time. 
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